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URB. University Gardens 301 Sorbona street

San Juan, Puerto Rico 00927-4012
(787) 765-4654, email: defensadelriopiedras2024@gmail.com
Link: www.defensadelriopiedras.com

December 12, 2025

The Honorable Donald J. Trump
President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President,

I am writing to you as a concerned American citizen and president of the Comunidades Protectoras Del
Rio Piedras, Inc. and resident/voter in Puerto Rico to request your immediate personal intervention to
save hundreds of U.S. citizen families in San Juan, Puerto Rico, protect vital biodiversity, prevent the
waste of hundreds of millions of taxpayer dollars, and deliver real flood protection that actually works.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is currently moving forward with the Rio Puerto Nuevo Flood Risk
Management Project—an outdated 1980s design that relies almost exclusively on concrete canalization
of the river. This Soviet-style approach will:

- Destroy the river’s natural flora and fauna and eliminate what little green corridor remains in a
densely populated urban area,

- Permanently expropriate and displace hundreds of families who have lived along the river for
generations,

- Replace trees and natural shade with heat-reflecting concrete, making surrounding neighborhoods
dramatically hotter and less livable, and

- Still fail to solve San Juan’s chronic flooding problem because it largely ignores the separate,
overloaded storm-sewer system that is the primary cause of street and home flooding during heavy rain.

Mr. President, this project does not put America First—it puts 1980s bureaucracy first. Billions in
federal funds have already been spent or committed, yet the people of San Juan continue to suffer
devastating floods with every storm while their river, their homes, and their quality of life are
needlessly sacrificed.


http://www.defensadelriopiedras.com/
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There is a far better, faster, and cheaper solution that delivers actual results: redirect a portion of the
Rio Puerto Nuevo project funds to design and construct the long-overdue separated storm-sewer system
for the municipality of San Juan. This targeted investment would:

- Dramatically reduce or eliminate flooding in the affected communities (the original stated purpose of
the project),

- Preserve the natural river ecosystem and the generational homes along its banks,

- Maintain trees and green space that cool the city, and

- Save hundreds of millions of dollars by avoiding an unnecessary concrete canal that does nothing to
fix the real problem.

You have shown time and again that you are willing to cut through red tape and demand common-sense
solutions that help American citizens and stop government waste. The people of San Juan—American
citizens—urgently need you to do the same here.

We respectfully request that you direct the Secretary of War and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to
immediately pause further canalization work on the Rio Puerto Nuevo (Rio Piedras) project and re-
scope it to incorporate, as a top priority, the design and construction of the municipal storm-sewer
system using existing appropriated funds. This single decisive action will finally end the flooding
nightmare for San Juan residents, protect their homes and environment, and ensure taxpayer dollars are
spent on solutions that work.

Thank you for your leadership and for putting the interests of the American people first. I and
thousands of families in San Juan stand ready to support any effort you champion to fix this decades-
old injustice.

Respectfully yours,

Jorge Del Rio — Pineda

President - Comunidades Protectoras Del Rio Piedras, Inc.
American Citizens of The Commonwealth of Puerto Rico

CC:

The Honorable Pete Hegseth, Secretary of War

Commander General William H. Graham, Jr., U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
The Honorable Pablo José Hernandez, Resident Commissioner of Puerto Rico



